
 

Call for participation  
at the Swiss - African  

Science and Business Innovators Program AIT SASBI 
 

Conditions of participation 
 
1. Aim of the AIT SASBI Swiss - African Science and Business Innovators Program  
 
The AIT SASBI Program is dedicated to supporting mutual partnership in the innovation 
context and to offering science- and tech-based   entrepreneurs and start-ups in Africa a 
global outreach window. Selected high-tech start-ups and entrepreneurial personalities are 
offered a 10-days business development roadshow in Switzerland.  
 
 
2. Eligibility for participation 
 
We are looking for companies who already have a minimal viable product MVP & are already 
incorporated. 
  
Those eligible to participate include: 

• founding  members and owners of technology based African startups 
• company founders with a strong link to academia, developing products or services in 

any field of high tech like MedTech, CleanTech, EdTech, innovative financial 
services, human sciences 

• companies ready to grow international business activities in the destination country of 
the program (Switzerland) 
 

Priority in this call is given to women-led enterprises. 
 
 
3. Application and selection process 
 
Applications:  
The application form is available as download www.sareco.org.  
Candidates are asked to fill out the application form, add the one-pager company description 
and their CV. UPLOAD as ONE pdf-file using the following switchdrive link:  

 
 
Password: Entrepreneur 
 
Applications are to be named / filed according to the following scheme: 
Family name _ Company name _ Country 
 

 
Incomplete applications as well as applications with multiple document attachments will be 
discarded. 
NB: the applicant mentioned on the application form has to be the person participating in the 
program. 
 
Selection is a two-step process: 
1. In a first round, a max. of 20 companies will be selected for  the pitching FORUM at the 
Annual AIT SASBI conference in Lagos, taking place 28th and 29th  February 2024.  
 
2. In a second round, the selected max. 20 companies will be invited to provide a one-pager 
(with executive summary of the company / product) and a company video prior to the event 



in Lagos (on-site and/or online). There, an international expert panel will select the final 
winners (max. of 12 companies).  
All documents and presentations have to be in English. 
 
The participant guarantees that all information submitted to the University of Basel and its 
partners is authentic, original, complete and legitimate. We understand that the selection 
committee can take necessary and lawful actions to verify the authenticity, originality, 
completeness and legitimacy of the material submitted. In case of any material to be found 
delusive, deceptive or false, the selection committee reserves the right to immediately 
disqualify the participant. 
 
 
4. Deadlines and Dates: Edition 2023/2024 
 
Application deadline for selection to pitch at the AIT SASBI conference in Lagos:  
10th November 2023 
AIT SASBI conference in Lagos:  
28th-29th February 2024 (participation can be on-site / online) 
Business Development roadshow in Switzerland: 10 days in May/June 2024 tbd. 
By submitting their applications, candidates commit to book the dates in their calendar, have 
ready or apply for a valid passport enabling them for traveling to Switzerland. Participation in 
preparatory events and online webinars are highly recommended. 
 
 
5. Judging 
 
For the AIT SASBI Annual conference in Lagos: All evaluation and judging phases are 
confidential and conducted behind closed doors. Only applications respecting the guidelines 
described in section 3 will be considered for the competition. Contributions that do not meet 
the formal requirements will be discarded. 
 
For the Business development bootcamp in Switzerland: The participant / start-up 
will pitch the business case  in front of a panel at the Annual AIT Conference pitching 
FORUM in Lagos (on-site or online). The panel will select the winners according to the 
following criteria: 
Quality and originality of business opportunity; impact of the innovation on society; academic 
relationship; soundness of the foundations of the startup; Swiss market fit; entrepreneurial 
personality and quality of presentation (both pitch & video). 
 
 
6. Prize 
 
The AIT Swiss – Africa program will cover all local costs: 
 
- For the AIT SASBI Annual conference in Lagos: All selected companies will be offered 
accommodation for three nights and subsistence. Participation in the conference is free of 
charge.  
NB: Please make sure you have a valid passport to travel to Lagos and - if selected - to 
come to Switzerland.  
 
- For the Business Development roadshow in Switzerland: Selected participants will be 
offered a 10-days business development roadshow in Switzerland with huge networking 
opportunities, visits of companies and university research centers, business case 
presentations to peers and impact hubs, participation in startup days, meetings with experts 
in the field.  
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The program is free of charge for selected participants, and will cover the following costs: 
 
- Accommodation and food in Lagos from 27th - 29th of February 2024 (3 nights) and in 
Switzerland (dates to be defined; 9 nights) 
In Switzerland, in addition, the program will pay out a per-diem and cover all costs related  to 
travel (participants receive a Swiss Travel Pass valid for all public transports including trains, 
busses, trams and ships).  
 
All other costs, including travel to Switzerland and back as well as visa provision, are to be 
borne by the participant. In case of cancelation by the participant prior to the start of the 
program, incurred expenses are not reimbursed.  
 
 
7. Data management and intellectual property 
 
All submission forms, profiles, business ideas and plans submitted to the AIT Swiss – African  
Science and Business Innovators Program  will be handled confidentially. Access to this 
information is given only to members of the selection committee and the program organizing 
unit of the University of Basel / International Office.  All information provided remains 
property of the owner. 
 
For final winners, the following information, collected from the application form, will be made 
public on www.sareco.org and partner websites together with the final results: Name, 
company contact and website, affiliated university, project name, short project description 
and field of industry. This information remains public even after the program. 
 
Additionally, winners will be requested to provide a 1-page executive summary which can be 
freely distributed to partners, experts in the field and potential investors.  
 
The participant guarantees that all project information submitted does not infringe the 
intellectual property rights of any third party or other rights protected by law (such as trade 
secrets and know-how). Any dispute arising with a third party for usage of intellectual 
property without consent is the full responsibility of the applicant. 
 
 
8. Liability exclusion 
 
The University of Basel / International Office and its partners exclude all liability for damages 
of any kind, in particular those caused by employees, supporting persons, or any person met 
by participants during the AIT SASBI program. 


